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Commander’s Corner 

--Jay Burbank 
Commander 
 
Greetings to all for a 
happy, healthy New Year. 
 
At our January 2nd 
general meeting, we will 
have a presentation about 
whales by Carolyn Skinner 
from the Coastal 
Discovery Center in San 

Simeon. 
 
TS2 Operation Holiday, Toys for Tots, 
and Wreaths Across America were 
projects successfully completed in 
December.  We had 30 members of the 
community to assist with laying the 
wreaths. 
 
The Legion is responsible for Thursday 
night dinner on the 5th Thursday of any 
month.  Jan. 31st will see Steve Kniffen 
and me in the kitchen. Weôre planning to 
have prime New York roast, potatoes, 
veggies and salad. Scott and Patty Wright 
will provide dessert.  NOTE:  The next 5th 
Thursday dinner will be May 30th. Weôre 
looking for volunteers to captain that 
effort.  
 
 
(co ntinued on page 2)  
 
 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS  

 

Jan   1:  New Yearôs Day 
Jan 21:  Martin Luther King Jrôs Birthday 
Feb  2:  Groundhog Day 
Feb  3:  Four Chaplains Day 
Feb  4:  USO Birthday 
Feb 13:  Mardi Gras 
Feb 14:  Valentineôs Day 
Feb 16:  Chinese New Year 
Feb 18:  Presidentsô Day 
Feb 19:  Coast Guard Reserve Birthday   
 

January 2019 
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(continued from page 1)  
 
Our application for a Bingo license has 
been turned in.  As soon as it is 
approved, we expect to offer Bingo once 
a month. 
 
Our new fireworks fundraising committee 
will be co-chaired by Jim Bahringer and 
Dave Pierson.  The initial Fourth of July 
working group meeting will be 5 to 6 pm 
on Monday, January 21st, at the Vets Hall 
prior to hamburger dinner and E -Board 
meeting. 
 
The IRS has determined that some 
disability settlements for combat -
disabled veterans were incorrectly taxed. 
The IRS has issued instructions for 
obtaining a refund and details will be 
available at the January 2nd meeting.  If 
you or a friend might be affected, contact 
me (jay@jayburbank.com) for 
information.  
 
Also for disabled veterans, remember 
that the Veteran Shuttle is available for 
your assistance in going to and from VA 
clinic appointments.  Call (805) 543-1233 
for information.  
 
News Flash! 
Beginning Friday, January 4th, hot dogs 
will be replaced by spaghetti dinners.  
The bar will open (alcohol for members 
and guests only) at 4 pm, and the public 
is invited to join us for spaghetti which 
will be served at 5 pm.  

 Auxiliary Briefing  
--Shelley Woeste, 
President   
 
December is such a busy 
month for the Auxiliary.  
Thank you to everyone 
who baked for the 
Christmas bags, delivered 
the Christmas bags, helped 
with Toys for Tots, and 
those who came to the 
Christmas Party.   

 
We are planning on having our annual 
Valentineôs Day Dinner.  The menu will be 
announced shortly, but I am sure it will 
be delicious.  We will have it on 
Thursday, February 14.  The auxiliary 
ladies will once again be serving our 
guests.  Be sure to keep your eye out for 
more information.  
 
I hope to see some new faces at the 
meetings this coming up year.  It is only 
one hour a month, surely you can give up 
an hour to your Auxiliary to help us 
decide how and where to donate our 
money.  Remember it is the first 
Wednesday of each month at 7:00 PM in 
the Vetôs Hall. 
 
Auxiliary Membership dues are due. This 
yearôs dues are $30 and can be made out 
to A.L.A. and mailed to P. O. Box 732, 
Cambria, CA  93428.  Remember we run 
on a fiscal year so your dues pay July 
2018 ï June 2019. If you have not paid 
since July 1, 2018 your dues are now 
delinquent as of 12/31/2018.   If you 
have questions as to whether you are up 
to date, you can contact Desiree 
Stephens at 805-441-6718. 
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PLEASE SUPORT OUR 
SPONSORS 

WITH YOUR  PATRONAGE  

 

 
McColloch Consulting, LLC  
Mel McColloch  
(805) 459 -0220  
2750 Marlborough Lane #B   
P.O. Box 454  
Cambria, CA 93428  
mmccolloch@yahoo.com  
 

 

K & K Cleaning  
Mindy K. Reed / Bambi K. Fields  
(805) 927 -8809  

 

 
Cambria Hardware Center  
Charles McMillen  
(805) 9 27-4650  
2345B Village Lane  
Cambria, CA 93428  
nixmcon@charter.net  
 

 

 
Cambria Smiles   
Dr. Ramandeep Badhan  
Dr. Frank Fratto  
Dr. Andrew Van Sicklen   
(805) 9 27-4811     (805) 927 -0818  
2150 Main St #4 , Cambria, CA 93428  
info@cambriasmiles.com  
www.cambriasmiles.com  
10% Discount to Veterans  

 
The Place   
Kathy Oppel   
(805) 9 27-1195  
2336A Main Street   
Cambria, CA 93428  
http://www.ThePlaceCambria.com  
Quality women’s clothing and 
accessories at affordable prices   

 
Bruce Howard   
Realtor, Kellie & Associates   
Cell (805) 909 -9780  
Office (805) 927 -3834  
702 Main Street  
Cambria, CA 93428  
Bruce@BruceHowardRealtor.com  
www.BruceHowardRealtor.com  

 

 
Charles E. Foerster  
Law Offices   
(805) 9 27-2385  
P.O, Box 1483   
Cambria, CA 93428  
ceflaw21@gmail.com  
www.cfoerlw.com  

 

 
Michael Barnes  
Barnes & Associates  
Sotheby’s International Realty 
(805) 9 27-1200  
743 Main Street   
Cambria, CA 93428  
michael.barnes@sothebysreality.com  
www.basothebysrealty.com  
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Cookie Crock Market & Warehouse  
Quality Groceries since 1971  
(805) 927 -4490  
1240 Knollwood Drive  
Cambria, CA 93428  
info@cookiecrock.com  
http://www.cookiecrock.com  
 

 

MESA Software  
John Ehlers  
Providing Trading Algorithms  
(805) 927 -3065  
ehlers@mesasoftware.com  
http://www.mesasoftware.com  

 

 
Robert Maston, REALTOR  
Navy Veteran  
Post 432 Past Commander  
RE/MAX Pines by the Sea  
License # 01949911  
phone or text (805) 909 -8164  
rob@cambriahomesandland.com  
 

 

 
Kimberly Maston, REALTOR  
Broker, Auxiliary Member  
Cambria Honorary Mayor Emeritus  
RE/MAX Pines by the Sea  
License # 788920  
phone or text (805) 909 -8163  
kim @cambriahomesandland.com  
 

 

 
Fitness for Life Studio  
Colleen Juarez  
(805) 909 -0240  
4210 Bridge St., #4  
Cambria, CA 93428  
FitnessforlifeCambria@gmail.com  
www.fitnessforlifecambria.com  
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Ame rican Legion Regular 
Post Meeting Minutes  
 
5 December 2018 
 
OFFICERS:                          7 
MEMBERS & GUESTS:          7  
 
TOTAL:             14 
 
1. The meeting was called to order at 
7:00 PM by Commander Burbank with 
the usual opening ceremonies. 
2. Patrick Seebart, California 
Highway Patrol, was our speaker.  He 
gave us tips for safe driving in bad 
weather.  For example, keep a survival 
kit when driving in the snow.  The easiest 
thing to do is to just slow down 5 to 10 
miles per hours per hour.   
3. November minutes and EBoard 
Minutes were approved as published.  
 
COMMANDER’S COMMENTS   
  
1.  Commander Burbank presented a 
check for $500 toward scholarships.  This 
check was a donation because he drove 
the donors in his Model A. 
2.  Tomorrow evening there will be a 
committee meeting concerning the 
activities that we want to support in the 
upcoming year. 
3.  We have purchased 500 wreaths.  On 
15 December at 9 AM there will be a 
short service at the Cambria cemetery 
and the wreaths will be placed on the 
graves of all the veterans. 
4.  Dave Pierson reported that TS2 has 
collected about $2200 for Operation 
Holiday Package.  We will be sending $50 
Amazon gift cards to each of our TS2 

troops.  Bob Kasper bought the TS2 
Christmas tree for $500. 
5.  There are plans to initiate Bingo and 
perhaps combining with an all-you-can 
eat spaghetti dinner.  
6.  Pancake breakfast will be held on 15 
December. 
7.  The EBoard will start to discuss 4th of 
July planning. 
8.  Post 432 conducts the 5th Thursday 
meals.  There are two between now and 
next July.  Steve Kniffen has volunteered 
to hold a seafood dinner.  The first dinner 
will be held on 31 January. 
9.  Joe Wood has reported that he is 
having a biopsy next Tuesday on his liver.  
Roland Soucie is not present because his 
van is being refurbished. 
   
OFFICER REPORTS 
 
First Vice:  Paid 2019 membership is 156. 
Second Vice:   The Fellowship dinner 
tonight was ham, mashed potatoes, and 
green beans. 
Finance Officer:  Come to the meeting to 
see the financial report.   
 
LEGISLATIVE  REPORT 
 
VA Disability Increases  
26 Nov 2018 
Military.com | By Jim Absher  
Veterans with the highest ratings will see 
an almost $100 bump in disability pay 
each month starting in 2019, the largest 
increase since 2012. 
 
That 2.8 percent cost-of-living 
adjustment (COLA), which kicks in Jan. 1, 
was made official Monday by the  
 
(continued on page 10 )  
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(continued from page 9 )  
 
Department of Veterans Affairs. Military 
retirement, other VA disability benefits, 
Social Security and federal civilian 
retirement will see that same increase. 
 
For veterans with a 10 percent disability 
rating, that bump brings monthly 
compensation from $136.24 to $140.05 
each month, while a veteran entitled to 
100 percent disability will go from 
$2,973.86 to $3,057.13 monthly.  
 
White House Budget Cuts Could 
Reverse Progress, Military Strategy 
Experts Say  
11/27/2018ðBRIAN EVERSTINE 
The Trump administrationôs push for 
across-the-board budget cuts could 
make it difficult for the Pentagon to 
implement the National Defense 
Strategy, the leaders of an independent 
commission that reviewed the strategy 
told lawmakers on Tuesday. 
 
The Pentagon planned to present a $733 
billion budget proposal for Fiscal 2020ð
the anticipated ñfloorò to implement the 
National Defense Strategy,  retired Adm. 
Gary Roughead, the 29th Chief of Naval 
Operations, and former ambassador Eric 
Edelman, the co-chairmen of the 
Commission on the National Defense 
Strategy, told the Senate Armed Services 
Committee. However, President Trump 
recently ordered government 
departments to prepare for a 5 percent 
budget cut, which would bring that 
budget from the current enacted level of 
$716 billion down to $700 billion.  
 
The proposed cut ñis a step in the wrong 
direction,ò Roughead and Edelman said 

in testimony to the committee. 
ñSustained, timely, real budgetary 
growth is needed to deliver the defense 
the American people expect and 
deserve.ò 
 
The Pentagon is preparing two separate 
requests, one at its original level and one 
at the requested reduction, since the 
higher amount has been in planning for 
months and ñwe are not going to reverse 
course,ò Deputy Defense Secretary 
Patrick Shanahan said last month, noting 
the cuts could affect areas such as 
hypersonics and other modernization 
efforts. 
 
The Commission released its 
Congressionally mandated report earlier 
this month, stating that the military has 
eroded to a ñdangerous degreeò at a time 
when the countryôs security is at a great 
risk. Specifically for the Air Force, the 
commission said the service needs more 
aircraft and weapons systems, especially 
bombers, long-range fighters, tankers, 
and, most of all, surveillance aircraft.  
 
GOOD OF THE LEGION:  
 
1. John Ehlers is asking for help 
selling advertising in the Bugle and on 
our website.  He has slips demonstrating 
the look. 
2. Chapter 432 Legion Riders will be 
maintained in inactive status. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 PM. 
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American Legion Post 432  
Executive Board Minutes  
 
17 December  2018 
 
The meeting was called to order by 
Commander Burbank at 7:00 PM with a 
quorum present. 
 
Officers Present:  Burbank, D. Ehlers, J. 
Ehlers, Griffin, Johnson, Kispersky, 
McMillen 
 
Officers Absent:   Lackman, Soucie, 
Valois, Wilson, Wood 
 
COMMANDER’S COMMENTS 
 
1. Commander Burbank called the 
meeting to order.  
2. Scott Wright gave the bar report.  
The club has a new Costco account.  
Scott will be the administrator for this 
account. 
3. Dave Pierson reported that TS2 
has had a good year.  $50 gift certificates 
to all troops and about $2300 remaining 
in the account.  It was moved and passed 
that $500 be sent to Sy Tannebaumôs 
organization to send packages to troops 
in the desert.  
4. From 1991 to 2016 there were 
about 130,000 service members who 
were taxed on payment for injuries.  
Service members can apply for refund of 
the taxes collected. 
5. It was moved and passed that 
Post 432 contribute $1000 to CCSD for 
replacement of the grease trap.  
6. Wreaths Across America 
placement last Saturday was well 
received. 

7. Toys for Tots went well.  Toys 
were collected from Rotary.  The 
collected toys were consolidated and 
distributed by the Auxiliary.  
Approximately 235 local children got 
toys. 
8. Steve Kniffen will help with the 
January 31st dinner at the club. 
9. Scott has a master calendar for 
the bar. 
10.   The Lions will have a District 
Convention on August 28.  We will be 
providing a pancake breakfast. 
11.   Planning for the 4th of July event 
was discussed extensively. 
 
OFFICER REPORTS 
1st Vice:  Phil reported that the current 
paid membership is 163 versus our goal 
of 200. 
2nd Vice:  Our next Fellowship dinner will 
be Tri Tip. 
Adjutant:   Please help sell sponsorship 
ads for the Bugle and Website. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 2100. 
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AMERICAN LEGION  

Commander   Jay Burbank  927 - 1867 
1st Vice Commander   Phil Kispersky  771 - 8020  
2nd Vice Commander    Brian Griffin    924 - 1085 
Adjutant     John Ehlers  927 - 3065 
Finance Officer   Bob Johnson  924 - 1410 
Service Officer    Sandy Valois-Mosby 209 ï 670 - 1029 
Exec. Committee Chair   David Lackman 927 - 7752 
Chaplain     Chuck McMillen 927 - 4650 
Judge Advocate    Joe Wood  927 - 3759 
Sergeant-At-Arms    Jonathan Wilson 801 - 4081    
Bugle Editor    John Ehlers  927 - 3065 
Historian    Roland Soucie 927 - 1108 
Webmaster   John Ehlers  927 ï 3065 

SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION  
Commander   Smokey Drew 927 - 8687 
1st Vice Commander   Ted Ashlock  782 - 9076 
2nd Vice Commander    Rick Rammler Jr 395 - 1214 
Adjutant     Steve Kniffen  927 - 3266 
Finance Officer   Phil Navoa  927 - 3048 
Chaplain    Alan Fields     927 - 1353 
Sergeant-At-Arms   Mark Milligan     975 - 2745 
Historian     Phil Navoa     927 - 3048 

AMERICAN LEGION AUXILIARY  
President    Shelley Woeste 927 - 2544 
1st Vice President    Desiree Stephens 441 - 6781 
2nd Vice President    Cheri Silveria  927 - 4212 
Secretary    Jade Lehrmann  395 - 1484 
Treasurer     Mary Woeste  909 - 2474 
Musician     Jade Lehrmann    395 - 1484 
Chaplain     Bambi Fields      927 - 1353 
Sergeant-At-Arms   Ellie Brown     927 - 8591 
Historian     Sarah Mosby      209-670-1029 
Parliamentarian    Sha Foots  927 - 4347 

AMERICAN LEGION RIDERS  
President    John Gajdos  772 - 9684 
Vice President    Keith Frendh  203 - 5114 
Treasurer    Ronald Waltman 909 - 2030 
Secretary     Vacant 
Sergeant-At-Arms   Vacant 
Chaplain    Vacant 
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